 SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee


All Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on Monday 7th September 2009 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.












S M Foster
1st September 2009








Town Clerk
AGENDA

1. Apologies

2. To receive statutory declarations of interests from Members





(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)    Personal interests.
3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
    



(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.45 p.m. onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item).

(See list attached)


4.  Minutes







 
To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 13th July 2009 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 3rd August 2009. 
5. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
See list attached.  (Copy attached)

6. Audit Committee – Change of meeting date
To receive and consider Clerk’s report (Copy attached)

7.  Unitary Authority electoral review of Central Bedfordshire
To receive and consider Clerk’s report (Copy attached)

8. Local Government Pension Scheme Consultation
To receive and consider Clerk’s report (Copy attached)

9. Baptist Chapel Working Group
To receive the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 5th August 2009 (Copy attached).
10. Communications Sub-Committee

To receive and consider Minutes of the meeting of 17th August 2009. (Copy previously circulated)
11. Premises Sub-Committee

To receive and consider Minutes of the meeting of Tuesday 9th June 2009. (Copy attached). See also Clerk’s report.

12. Policies Sub-Committee

To receive and consider Minutes of the meeting of Monday 24th August 2009.  (Copy attached). Members are requested to recommend adoption of the four policies considered by the Sub-committee.

13. Central Bedfordshire Council Site Allocations Development plan Document Consultation

To receive and consider Clerk’s report (Copy attached)

14. Press release.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	19/8/09

68/09


	CB/09/05707/ FULL

Mr G Pryor

14 Cottage Road

Sandy

SG19 1DE


	Full application for demolition of existing bungalow and replace with detached 4 bedroom house at 14 Cottage Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 9,10,11,13, and 16 Cottage Road, Sandy notified.
	
	F&GP

7/9/09


	

	24/8/09

69/09


	CB/09/05656/FULL

Ms L Daton

22 Girtford Crescent
SANDY

SG19 1HR

	Full application for the erection of a single storey side extension and conversion of existing garage and garden room at 22 Girtford Crescent, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 21 & 23 Girtford Crescent and 14 Queens Road, Sandy notified


	
	F&GP

7/9/09


	

	27.8.09

70/09


	CB/09/05645/ADV

AAH PLC

Sapphire Court

Walsgrave Triangle Ind Estate

Coventry

CV2 2TX


	Advertisement Consent for 1 internally illuminated folded aluminium fascia sign and 1 internally illuminated folded aluminium projection sign at 4 Market Square, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 5 and 1 Market Square, Sandy notified
	
	F&GP

7/9/09
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5. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
(a) Capital Account

Bedford Road Recreation Ground


Playing Fields
Vertidraining of Sunderland Road and
£1,950.00


Bedford Road Playing Fields

To be undertaken in the Autumn.








Notice board in town centre


 £600.00

On order.


Bunker storage at Depot


 £10,000.00 
See Clerk’s report (Item 11).
Soil sifter





 £400.00
Not yet ordered.



(c) Special Revenue Items

Council Offices

Parish Plan





£1500.00
Ongoing item.



Sandy Enhancement Group

Special Project Grant



 £550.00
Ongoing item.



Grants
Annual Grant to Citizens Advice Bureau     £500.00
For disbursement in December 2009.
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6. Audit Committee – Change of meeting date

The Chairman of the Audit Committee requested that the date fixed for the Audit Committee meeting on 23rd November 2009 be changed.  After circulation of Members of the Committee it was agreed that the meeting should be re-scheduled to the preceding week, Monday 16th November at 6.30 pm.

(Members are requested to ratify this new date for the Meetings Calendar)

7.  Unitary Authority electoral review of Central Bedfordshire

The Boundary Committee for England has commenced an electoral review of Central Bedfordshire Council and is conducting a preliminary consultation on the size of the new authority.  The consultation ends on 14th September 2009.

The Committee has issued no guidance as to how Members might arrive on a size for the authority, at present there are 66 Members.  The question could be asked “is this a sufficient number to fulfil the duties of the Executive, Scrutiny and other Committees in addition to the other duties Members have?”

Perhaps a more relevant method would be to consider the number of Central Bedfordshire Councillors that Town Council would consider sufficient to cover a town the size of Sandy – the number of electors for each ward could then be used as a multiplier to decide on the size of a Council covering an area with the electorate of Central Bedfordshire (190,000).  
This would mean taking the electorate of Sandy as a whole without separating out the areas of Fallowfield, Beeston and other places to the west of the A1 a total of around 9,000 electors.

Should Members feel that it is appropriate for 3 Central Bedfordshire Councillors to represent Sandy this would give an electoral quota for each Member of the authority of 3,000, giving a total of 63 Members.
Similarly 4 Central Bedfordshire Councillors would give a quota of 2,000 and a 95 Member authority.

Should Town Council decide that it would like 5 Central Bedfordshire Councillors to represent Sandy (as it was under Mid Beds District Council) there would be a quota of 1600 and a Central Bedfordshire Membership of 119.

(Members are requested to decide if they would like to respond to the consultation and if so how many Members do they feel should make up the Central Bedfordshire Unitary Authority).
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8. Local Government Pension Scheme Consultation

An informal consultation is taking place to consider possible amendments to the Local Government Pension Scheme to improve its stability and viability. A copy of the consultation document is attached and responses are requested by 30th September 2009.
(Members are requested to consider whether they would like to respond to the consultation and if so their responses).
11. Premises Sub-committee

Members will be aware that the Premises Sub-committee has been considering for some time the storage arrangements at the Stratford Road Depot and has also conferred with the Open Spaces Sub-Committee.  It has finalised the plans which have been drawn up by Cllr Gale (Copies attached). These show the replacement of the two old garages and the current restroom with a purpose built store, incorporating a rest room.  This will then allow space for allocated parking spaces and the construction of bunkers to store soil, compost etc.  Estimates for the work have been obtained and to date are – new storage building £35,000, construction of bunkers £10,000 (included in 2009/2010 estimates but it is suggested this now be deferred until the other work is completed) and the removal of the garages £1,000 plus disposal of asbestos.  A further sum may be needed for the “tidying up” of the surface and disposal of obsolete items.
(Members are requested to consider whether or not they would like to put forward these items to the 2010/2011 estimates process)
13. Central Bedfordshire Council Site Allocations Development plan Document Consultation

A short online questionnaire has been published regarding criteria for selecting appropriate housing sites.  The relevant page is attached for Members consideration and is included on this agenda because of the timeframe for replies.
(Members are requested to consider whether or not they would like to respond to the questionnaire and if so, how).
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